NEW GATEWAY
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n the first day of school—Tues-
day, August 16, a beautiful new

entry plaza was dedicated in
the presence of students, faculry, staff,
and distinguished guests. The school has
Andy and Benty Beckstoffer to thank for
this beautiful new gateway. Fittingly, the
plaza bears the name: The Beckstoffer
Family Grapegrowers Plaza.

A champion of Grapegrowers, a re-
sponsible steward of the land, and a pio-
neer in the valley, Andy Beckstoffer |
deep-rooted passion for the Napa Valley.
Justin-Siena High School played a role in
his relocation to Napa in the late 60s. For
Beckstoffer, who earned an MBA from
Dartmouth after obtaining an engineer-
ing degree from Virginia Tech where he
was on a football scholarship, education
was critically important. The Beckstof-
fers were reluctant to move their family

to Napa unless they could be assured of a
quality education for their children. Then
they found Justin-Siena.

Andy Beckstoffer’s approach to and
regard for growing grapes and the farm-
ers who grew them introduced a new
perspective, and today he is regarded as
not only a visionary in the business, but
also an incredible steward of the land.
The latter credit is one he holds closest to
his heart.

‘The recipient of dozens of distinguished
awards and  commendadions, Andy's
coneern for the kand and the people who
waork it aligns with many of the Lasallian
principles of a Justin-Siena education.
A parent of Justin-Siena alumni, he has
generously lent his support to the school
for several decades, including serving as a
member of the Board of Trustees and sup-

porting other capital initiat
extreme satisfaction with irection
and leadership of the school and shared
attitudes toward the land and its people
as reasons for his ongoing partmership.
President Robert Jordan comments, *as
a Lasallian school we are committed to
and teach our students the value of being
stewards of the earth, champions for so-
cial justice and social change, and leaders
of service for the greater good. And, we

prepare our students to be leaders in an
ever-changing world—much like Andy
Beckstoffer.”

With this plaza Beckstoffer hopes to
instll in students an appreciation for the
land, its history, its people, and to have
students understand their sense of place
in this Valley and in this world. There
is beautiful landscaping incorporated
into the plaza architecture that fittingly
includes grape vines which Beckstof-
fer hopes will serve as a constant re-
minder—for students and all whe pass
through this plaza—of the incredible gift
of labor that built this Valley.

Andy and his wife, Betty, along with
family members and colleagues of the
Grapegrowers sociation  (of  which
Beckstoffer was the founding director in
1975) were present at the special dedica-
tion ceremony.

President Robert Jordan: “What a
great way for our students to kick off a

school ye;
contributions of a local industry leader
who gives back to his community. This
message sets 1 nice tone. And could it be
maore fitting that this space is the gateway
o our NL’hlIl)l?"*
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During the opening prayer service Andy Beckstoffer spoke
directly to the students. He explained that he wanted students
to have a sense of where they come from and their place in the
Valley and the State. He encouraged students to follow their
ssions and to take advantage of the education offered at Jus-
rin-¢ which is “an extraordinary gift thac will help [them)]
form a strong foundation for life beyond Justin-Siena.”

Pictured top al the Blessing Ceremany from left (o right: David Beckstoffer 79, Botty
and Andy Beckstoffer, and Kristin Beckstoffor '85. Pictured center: students gather

in the plazs in anticipation of the blessing, Pictured above right: Mr. Andy Beckstolfer
offers some words, Pictured nght: Fr. Gordon Kalll, Pastor of St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church, offers the blessing,
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