FREDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2018

napavalleyregister.com

The  Lake County proxect‘
-launched back in 2016, Beck-
- stoffer. Vineyards selected 10

winemiakers out of 50° apphcants,

. sponsoring each withone acre of
“their Lake County grapes for three

* years. For'the 7016,2017 and 2018
vintages, the participants-can-do.
what they'dlike with the wine, as

. longas they don’t say where 1t’s=
soureed.

At .the end of the three v1n~' .

: tages, the winernakers will then
" have the option to-coitinue with

the grapes, but willbe on the: hpok

for the'fruit themselves and néed
Beckstoffer Viteyards, Startmg

-with 2019; they must releaSe a.
I vmeyard«desxgnate Cabernet for
$80~3100, a range that Beckst -

" offer believes is.an: underserved‘ B

ma.rket for Cabernet. | A

- Nowtwo mtagesmto the pm-'
| gram; seven winemakers remniin. .
- ‘Three of the origindl 10 have
,d:opped out — the only female
“winemaker Ieft before the project”
began, while i other two pulled
Joutafterthe 2016 vintage, Beckst-
| “offer said their reasons forleaving
‘hadniothing o dowith the quality .
- _of the fruit, but rafher with lim-.
-"itations‘intiming andresourcesto -

fully commit to thié side project.

He also dldn’t seeg need tore~- east :

" the three open sp’ots,'statmg azg
i we get three to five to'work thls
. . program it'II be a-major success”

| SECTION C

Beckstoffer said he- believes -

- .the remaining wihemakers head .
into the third and final yeai of the .. -
project optimistically after tast-

ing through t_he 20168 and 2017s -

_in barrel.

“Everyoneis very enthuuastic,

‘and they even seem to be liking -

the ‘17s betteér than ‘16s,” he said.
“At this point, I think everybody
is extremnely pleased. I'think they

-ail had good-expectations going
in that have been met, 1f not ex-

ceeded L
Siiil, Beckstoffer is playmg the

. long game here. I won't be un-

+il the 2020s that any bottles of
' Beckstoffer Lake County Caber-
to sign along-term contract withi.

net Sauvignon will be released.

‘Just Jike when. you plant a rew

meyard, you're still several ybars .

‘away from seeing if the project .

will prodiice the desired effect. .
“Once the wines begin to get
lmown, we'll see what happens I

_wonld hopé people would talk not

only dbout our vineyards, but the

whole appe]latmn,” he said. “This
‘initiative id very serious for us, .

and you only doitif you're really - '

: mterestedmbuﬂdmg the reputa-
“'tion of the whole district. If this

works, we.will do two things: We
will not.ondy chiange the reputa-
tion of Lake County cabernets,
but we’ll chtange the economics .

_of growing grapes up,there, and
4 that’s what we ve done mNapa »



