43 Years of Family-owned

Viticultural Vitality

Beckstoffer Vinevards roots run deep in the soil of northern
Calitornias wine country, as well as in the evolution of a
centuries-old industry, In the heant of the world-renowned
Napa Valley with some of the most historic property in the
region, Beckstoffer Vineyards has played an integral role in
lind conservation, labar pracrices, technology, grape and
wine quality, as well as overall agrnicultural sensirivity since the
carly 1970s when Andy Beckstofter, now CEQ), established
the grape-growing operation.

After carning his MBA from Dartmouth in 1966, Andy began
working for Heublein Inc. (Heublein), the parent company
ot the popular Smirnolf Vodka brand. "I started out in the
business of mergers and acquisisions,” Andy recalls. "1 did the
analysis before Heublein decided to punue candidates.”

Andys knowledge and experience plaved a critical role in
sdvising the liquor giant w enter the super-premium wine
scgment of the Calitornia wine industry, including the
purchase ot Beaulicu Vinevards and United Vintners, owners
of Inglepook and lralian Swiss Colony wines.

New Roots and a New Opportunity

“Atter we had purchased Inglenook and Beaulien Vinevards,
it mrned out thar we didn't bave enough grapes to satisty the
demand,” recounts Andy, Thercfore, in 1970, Andy uprooted
from Virginia. Andy moved his family 10 California where
he established the Vinitera Developmens Corporation for
Heublein with the purpose of acquiring the required fruit: he
direered Al aspects of the vineyard farming as the company’s
president,

“We developed the econamics of premium vineyards and |
srarted asking if they wanted o invest,” reveals Andy. "Several
wid ‘ves', but wanted no part of the actual farming, We had
w establish o custom: farming company to operate their
vinevards. By 1972, we were farming more than 10 percem

Andy Beckitefien, CEO of Berkitsthis Vinepard)

of the Napa Valley. I quickly tound that I liked farmers berrer
than salesmen.”

When Heublein no longer desired the farming operarion
in 1973, Andy saw an opportunite. “1 saw my Juanee o
be an entreprencur and do my thing with the business |
had established,” he recalls. “We bought the company and
renamed it Beckstoffer Vinevards, We <owly acquired more
and more vineyard development business and every time we
got a couple of nickels we boughr another vineyard. From the
very beginning we valued our peaple most of all. We provided
our farmworkers with medical benetis and treated them with
respect as skilled workens who were an important part of aur
team.

Andy has been an industry advocate since, as a tounding
director and the second president of the Napa Valley Grape
Growers Association (NVG), He forged an carly. historic
agreement on grape pricing, which ticd the price of grapes
to rerail bottle sales. The agreement began a new cra in
which grape quality and land preservation was brought 1o the
forefront af the wine business. The NV continues to thrive
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in its mission, promoting Napa Valley's world -class vineyards,

In 1989 Andy led the NVG oin esublishing the Winery
Definition Ordinance, which requires 75 percent of grapes
used in the region o come fram the appellation. Fallowing
the movement. in 1994, as founder and president of the
Rutherford Dust Saciery, Andy enconraged and promoied the
highest quality standards in grape growing and winemaking
in the Rutherford. Napa Valley, California viticulture arca.
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Bocksiafter was one of the first FiL vineyerd cilents
s utlitzn our DataShure Program.
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Awdy and Daridd Brvbsesfier

Alter nearly & decade in the corporate comstruction world,
Andys cldest san, David Beckstother, joined the tamily-run
operation i 1997, David quickly learned that the inticacies
ol running a labor-intensive viticulture operation are often

less challenging than the complexities of Jarge-scale

construciion prn|u N,

Like his Bather, David also plays an active role in the indusery
and community alfairs. He is a tormer director of the Napa
County Farm Burcau and a former trustee of the Blue Olak
School in Napa. Fraom 2010 ro 2012, David was pu«idum ol
the NV, supporting the organization’s mission 1o preserve
and promore the arcas world-clasy vineyards

Pioncering Natural Resource Gold

As industry supporters through-and-through. Andv and David
wasted ne time growing their own operation, Beckstotter
Vineyards s now northern California’s Jargese single-family
owned and -operated vineyard. The company now owns and
farms mare than 3,600 acres ol high quality grape growing
property in three northern California winegrowing regions,
including the Napa Valley, Mendocino County and the Red
Hilts of Like County.

“We'te Andy

Beckstotter Vineyards has 1 | vinevards across four cities in the

not winemakets,” savs, “We prow grapes.
Napa Valley, three in Red Hills and Hve more in Mendocine
County. We have abour 130 full-time employees throughou

all locations.”

The company has prospercd through 4 mixture of tradition

and innovative growing. Since 1970, Beckswtfer Vinevards

has proneered dop imigation. vine spacing, bench gralt
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production, vineyard echnology and larming management

thit have significantly improved grape quality,
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monitor and analyee vine health and producriviry, manage

“We'te

operitions,”

farming
EnsuTes "We have new wehnologies o

warer use and improve vineyard eticiency.

Beckstoffer Vineyard's cabermet sanvignon grapes are the

toundation tor some ot the Valleys most exceprional wines
The grower's six heritage vineyards vell a story that's grounded
it history even amid some of the best wine tountry in the
\\Hdd.
“Fach vineyard i« different, producing  bruiv ol Varied
persanality and characrer for wines that are esceptional and
cach in their own wav disuncuve. Mare than S0 fine wines are
vinevard-desgnated as originaring entirely from Beckstotfer
Vineyardy' heritage properties, honoring those vinevards tha
h.l\'\" Lllllsl\lwlll_\' pmdmcd fine wime tor pEncranons, amd
some cases, centurtes. ~Beckswotter Vinevards website ready,
"We own six heritage vineyards which were first planted in
the 19th century, but our most unique property is in Red
19987 adds Andy.

began growing grapes in Red Hills in the 18704

Hills, which we acquired "Farmers
b over
tme, it fell wo the wayside. Were bringing it back

Locared 4t 2,000 feer above sea level, while Napa Valley s
just lmdreds of feer above, Red Hills is able ro offer an
extruordinary growing environment tor Malbec. Zintandel
and Sauvignon Blanc, However, the real gem is Cabernet

grapes. due to the deep. rich volcanic sail,

“"Red Hills is a2 completely  ditferemt  microclimare in
Vl]lr

hillside vinevard looks like a scene from Tuscany. We selecred

comparison to our other vinevards,” explains Andy.

the area over a long period of time because as farmers. we
knew where the good land was,”

Super-premium Quality

Wirh some of the region’s best natural resourcer ar hand
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Heckstofter Vinevards is \,lp.(hl- ol ~n"||l\}: 1o nllr.n-lnyr
nd customers. “Wine from our grapes sell nationally and
nternationally,” reveals Andy, "With the amount oF vintage
}\l-u’\x. e we sell AP COMPAries si boas Kendall Jacksan
and Clos D Boss, bur we also supply highly exclusive, smaller
wineries that sell bordes at $150 o §350

\ndy suvs munaging this supply chain 15 of the utmoss
impaortance to Beckstotfer Vinevards operacon. “Especially
In the premivm end, it's very important,” he notes. “From
our truckers to numery hardware suppliers and farm hands
we have de \:lll;u'd closs n'hnnn\lnp\ with all pv.‘npiu up and
denwn the chain, This business is really abour people, and that

(nclides the farmworkers.”

Andy. who sull lives in the Napa Villev with wile Berry of 30
veurs, has heen recognized lor his commitment 1o people and
the cotnmuniry. In 2000, Andy and Berry were named Cirizens
of the Year tor their dedicanon and active participanon i the
e, Following thar recognition, and also in 2010 Andy was
elected inm the Culinary Institute of America’s Vinters Hall
ot Fame as the firet grower m be honored wirh the Presugions

wine industry award

At the lumds of '\Il.i_\ and  David, Becksioller Vinevards
CONTINUCS 1O 2w \\I\l.lll}.).\‘\ l\l(ill((‘lll))i '.IHI\IH‘l‘ "f.l('l\ S
wnd new terertory with the only 2,000 feet above sea level
o ratin 1 lh\ 3 1 85 ‘ll. -ulll['lll‘- S owommuiment (o
"\u“\'nu‘ Innovation l|n| ;'l'-ll'!| sis 3 u(.nni.ln! tor Hu

industry as a whole.

Heckstofter Vineyards connnues to set the bar high, backed by
Andys vision of butlding a strong tunure tor the indusery and
communzy i which the Beckstoter tamily has established
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Congratulations to Andy Beckstoffer
on his great achievement and Success.
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Owr coverage expands from The North Coast in the countie
of Lake, Napa, and Sonoma to the San Joaguin Vakey



