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FROM PEARS TO GRAPES

Andy Beckstoffer is putting
his faith in the potential

of Mendocino chardonnay

| Beclcstoffer V’neyartls general manager Rich Sdiaeffers wallcs a fonner pear nrchard in He
mdependent grape grewer Andy Bedtstoﬂ‘er whn has begun the conversion to orgamc
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ndy Beckstoffer, the North Ce&et’
: largest independent grape grower,
- has purchased two pear orchards in
Mendocino County and begun con-
verting them into about 300 acres of ergame
chardonnay vineyards. -
The pre;ect on the banks of the RIIBSIEIH

| River in I-Inpland reflects Beckstoffer’s belief |

that the wine industry’s future remains
streng, especla]ly for reasenably pneed
wines..

“I think the mdustry S leng-term pree-

~ pects are very good,” Beckstoffer said. “The
question is the tlmmg of thlS Are we really
too early?”

- The project is netewerthy beeauee new
vineyard development in California has
been at a virtual standstill for several years.
The record grape harvest of 2005 flooded the

- market, depressing grape prlcee and haltlng
most vineyard projects.

- dJust as the grape industry was reeevermg
feﬂewmg several smaller harvests, the reces-

 sion and credit crunch hit, drying up the
capital most farmers need for vineyard ex-
pansions.

But Beckstoffer’s move is an enceuragmg. )

sign for the industry, said veteran Vmeyard
consultant Tony Correia. =~
“I think that sale is elgnlﬁcant beeauSe

'Andy is one of the savviest guys out there,” '51 f

Correia said. “There hasn’t been much hap-'
pening in Mendocino County for a while.”
While not known by the general public, i
Beckstoffer is a major player in the wine in-
dustry. He farms more than 3,000 acres of
. vineyards in Napa, Lake and Mendeeme
_counties, selling grapes to wineries that in-
clude Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars, Duekhern,
Quintessa and Clos du Val.

- Last month, Beekstoﬂ'er purchas

- grower that has been around “since Moses

it Jemtly, he said.

" The land has excellent water rights,

 short-term health given the state of the econ- |

tween the Russian River and Highway 101.
The land had been owned by the Thomas
family, a prominent Mendocino County pear

was a corporal,” Beckstoffer said. |
- He had previously purchased an ad]eeent
197 acres, and wﬂl NoOw develep the preperty

For the two eales Beckstoffer paid $3 2
‘million combined, or about $8,500 an acre,
said Tony Ford, who represented the The-

-meefamﬂﬂymthe .

| “We thi‘nk, |

" which is one of the features that made it at- that
~tractive, Beckstoffer said. | S50

- “We think that Mendocino ehardnnnay is (10
| ]ust excellent,” he said. “The marketmg ME]’IdOClHO
- hasn’t been what 1t ceuld have been in the Chardon na)}_
- past.”

 The Alex R. Thomas Co., which was found- | 15 ]qu
ed in 1919 in Ukiah and has holdings around
the county, has suffered financial strain in excgl Zent
recent years. Pear prices have softened from
foreign competition, and Mendocino County Th e
1s losing about 100 acres of pears a year, ac- o ;

~cording to the cuunty S Agrlcultural Com- marketi n g
missioner.

After the bulldezers have finished knock- hasn 't bggn
ing down the pear trees, the ground will be L e
prepared, irrigation systems installed, trel- what it COHld 2
lises erected, and young vines. planted. | |

 Beckstoffer hopes to have a good portion have begn 171
of the work eempieted by the end ef the h

Wiule he s cenﬁdent of the mdustry S leng- t 3 p ﬂSt e

i :;i term prospects, Beckstoffer said he wouldn’t AI\IDY IECKSWFFEII.
‘want others to follow his lead just yet. He’s é’:gggem

far from certain about the grape industry’s

omy. ey | %
“I thlnk it’s a risky thlng right now,” e Y
Beckstoffer said. “If areu haven’t get the e
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sources, it muld be very

. mky ”

That’s because the meact uf
the recession on consumers re-
mains unclear.

“Nebody expected this eco-
nomic crisis and nobody
knows how long it’s going to
last,” he said. “That’s the
tough thing.”

But Ford said the deal makes
perfect sense for someone Ilke
Beckstoffer for several rea-

- sons. Wines under $10 are se]l-

ing strongly now as cash-

- strapped consumers hunt for

bargain wines. Mendocino
grape quality is high but pric-
es are modest compared to
Sonoma and Napa, Ford said.
Mendocino County’s average
grape price was $1,352 a ton
last year, compared to $2,235
for Sonoma and $3, 390 a ton in
Napa.

That means Beckstoffer S
chardonnay grapes will be in
demand among winemakers
who want to make a Mendoci-

- no County wine in the $10

range or need grapes for blend-
ing into more expensive wines,

- Ford said.

~ Correia agreed Beckstoffer’s
move seemed like a smart one.
“The folks that are doing
things right now are folks who
have stronger resources than

 the typical famﬂy farmer,” Cur- |

~ reia Said.

You can reach Staff Writer
Kevin McCallum at 521-5207 or

| kevin. numl!um@;ressdemwut.
‘com.




