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years. 1 would argue that after 100
years you probably know as much as
you're going to learn.”

Beckstoffer and Ziegler contend that
what has been written about the history
of the Valley’s vineyards doesn’t go far
enough . |

“We need to define (the vineyards)
in a certifiable way. Somebody didn’t
just turn on the faucet,” Beckstoffer

- asserted. “A premium product wants to
be defined as to where it comes from.
We know that a product — whether it’s
Vidalia onions or Atlantic salmon — is
sold by the way it’s grown.” = =

- Ziegler adds: “There is no book that
compiles a record of all the historic
grape growers. There are pieces, but
there 1s no compendium.”

Her research is based on 40 different
documented sources, among the most
informative being 1891 and 1893

Directories of Grape Growers, Wine-
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makers and Distillers compiled from
surveys conducted by the California
Viticultural Society, a forefunner to the
-state Department of Agriculture.

“In history books you might be able
to find 15 different names,’ said
Ziegler, “but you will not find all the
guys that you will in the 1891 and 1893
directories.” i

Another aid to obtaining the names

of growers 1s the 1880 Napa County o

census, she said, because it was the first
census in which grape growers were
identified. “Before that they were all
listed as farmers.”
~ As essential to pinning down the
wine industry forerunners are historic
county maps secured by Beckstoffer.
The maps, published in 1876, 1895 and
1915, bear the names of parcel owners.
Beckstoffer suspects there will be
Cynics. | by g L

“Some people are going to say, ‘Oh,
~you’re just talking fast and loose and
this is a marketing effort,””” he acknowl-
edged. “We’ve got to make sure that it
is not. What we’re doing is a research

project.” AL
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A ghost winery in downtown St. Helena, reportedly built in 1902 and operating until 1951,
stands as witness to the Valley’s long history in wine. The owner and namesake of the
Jackse Winery was arrested and jailed during Prohibition. The Napa Valley Vintners plan
to relocate its offices to the ancient structure later this year, after renovation has been
completed. ’
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