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~ Absent any form of bluster,

 lished place among the most impx
 the Western Hemisphere. Sometl
... Beckstoffer seems to g:we qmet acceptance te
the propnsmon that, with the ; passing of Reben:
Mondavl in May, he is heir to becoming the pre-
n:uer, numero uno, most iconic mdmdual m the
nauen s wine-production capital.

The idea is beginning to take held in the mmds

of others as well “Who else?” asks one grower.

Beckstoffer is not likely to proclaim himself
t.he successor to Mondaw, though. You don’t sim-
ply replace a legend who reinvented American
- wine and campalgned until he had posmened the
Napa Valley preduct alengﬂde the greatest

| :_ln the world.

All that amde Beckstoﬂ"er s response te the
quesnen of whn wﬂl be the Valley s leader now
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i “There 13 not gumg to be anether Beb Mendaw .
j2 \nge 0 are grapes.”
.Andy Cﬁllt:mued “There are 400 wineries here' al¢
now — when Bob started there was hke 30 —and
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ly changed from produc
~davi, who was ta )

steﬂ’er asserted “In the ‘808 the fﬂﬁﬁﬂ df Wal".f?if
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tl:ung you really need to mak
 vineyards, so the new icon here is the vmeyards
Certamly there are dxﬂ’erenees between the two

ry) has gﬂtten to be I know for Rutlwtferd certainly and for his vine-

too many and too dlffused, and the werld is now"
t_eo complicated. =
- “Now I think mest Ie Weuld say that the |

e great Wines 1t Andy Iwe had a leng gued relatmnshlp with hxm‘ 1

ors, are mere retleent. Here s
what lhey a few of them had to say.
- Bruce Phllllps, pres;dent of Napa Va]ley

Grape Growers: “Andy certainly has the per-

tive of where this valley has come from and

_*_:_iwhat its potential is going to be. He shares that
-_:___;.;_;;Zi_j-mth his predecessar, Mendaw, altheugh Andy
~ has a different perspective on the industry. Mon- |
daw ce_rtmnly led with the promise of the Napa

pellation makmg fine wines that are
the world over and then followed with

:;j;j;f_f:j.-the wines bemg made from that appeﬂauon But
_you have to start with raw ingredients .. and

vaenanee Vmeyards: “Andy
ls ona dlft'erent level. He is the biggest promoter

yards, The Napa Va]]ey itself? In the world today
' :thﬂt’ﬂ blg, big shoes. I really respect and admire
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I think he’s done me much more good than I could have hoped,
but Mondavi was a world figure and a pioneer. A legend! Boy,
I hope Andy’s up to that. He is somebody I would not have
immediately pictured, but maybe it’s because I’'m too close to
the whole thing. Then you have to kind of scratch your head
and say ‘Who else?” |
Randy Snowden, Napa Valley Grapegrowers: “The
answer, I think, 1s yes. The fact 1s he already is and has been
for some time, because he 1s connected to the heart and soil that
make up this valley. Andy has been a leading spokesperson
since I can remember. Robert Mondavi was a colorful and gift-
ed man, but there was room for other basm leaders in the val-
ley. And Andy’s one of them — if you are talking about a pro-
ponent for what we call terroir, which you need to bring grapes
to market that represent the Napa Valley — and then tying that
to the importance of preserving the Valley agriculture, as
opposed to (the Mondavi-fostered) powerful wine brands. In
my book Andy always has been the leader and the most influ-
“ential voice out there.”
Ron Wicker, vineyard manager: “Boy, that’s a tough ques-
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are different. In Lake County you don’t
have the fog, so you get longer days and
also Lake County doesn’t get the heat
spikes that we do here. You have some
very definite climatic situations at differ-
ent elevations that you do not have on the
Valley floor. It affects grape qua]jty, but
you don’t want to say that one is a good
quality and one 15 a bad quality — it’s just
a different grape.”

*The future for biodynamic grﬂwmg in
the United States.

tive and more natural ways' of

“I’m not into it, but I think biodynam-
ics is the right direction. We should be
looking at more environmentally sensi-
orowing.
We, ourselves, are becoming more envi-
ronmentally sensitive all the time, using
more natural fertilizers and pesticides.
We’ve been doing that for a long time 1n
Mendocino County with organic vine-
yards and we’re converting all of our

LLake County operations to organics. The

difference between organic and not
organic is probably just one chemical:
Round-Up.”

*Why, despite the fact that he praduces
some of the best grapes, he elects to sup-
ply wineries —, 50 of them at the
moment— but not ﬂdd wmemakmg to his
operations. |

“Some people’s goal is to create a great
wine, but we’ve always been oriented to
being good stewards of the land. I like
farming, I like being around the land. The
winery business from the point of view of
management i$ not a logical extension of
growing grapes. We buy vineyards as a
real estate business and a farming busi-

ness. We don’t manufacture anything and

were not interested in the marketing busi-
ness. It’s a totally different thing.
“Like I’ve said so often, just because

you can grow wheat doesn’t mean you

can sell cereal. When they write my obit-
uary or whatever the hell it is, we want to
be seen as stewards of the land, not sell-
ing the best wine. We want to leave this
place less at risk for future generatlons
than we found it.”
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fight” Andy recalled, instead it led to

grower-winery agreement that solutions
needed to be worked out mutually for a
common problem.

“Nobody has the answer yet,” said

Beckstoffer, “but I think everybody is

came here there were six big ones,

working toward getting wines that are

full-flavored with less alcohol. What
you're going to see, I think, is winemak-

ers will get more restrained and elegant

wines and hopefully get the alcoholic
content down.”
Beckstoffer speaks pnsmvely of how

the Valley has developed in his nearly

four decades here.
“You’ve got 400 wineries here. When I
he

said. “They understand about the quality,

-

they understand about marketing and
you’ve got strong organizations now —
the Grape Growers Association and,
hopefully, the (Napa Valley) Land Trust
... People don’t realize there is more land
under conservation than there is in the
vineyards (10 percent versus 9 percent).
“So, one of real hallmarks of this place
is conservation and there are really strong
organizations to make that happen, which

‘you didn’t have years ago. I feel very
good about the Napa Valley.”




