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Beckstoffer donates vineyard to Land Trust

“All of us that came here in the ‘60s and ‘70s were into the goal of making
great money and great wine... Our legacy will be these vineyards.”
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LEFT: David Michul, Backstoffer Vineyards vite prestdent viticultural and vineyard operations,
and Jim Lincoln, vineyard manager, at Vinayerd X, which will be preserved from development,

By David Ryan
STAFF WRITER

e & bam near Youstville, vaneyird crew
mafaEers 33 ina cinele ditousing the business of
harvesting grapes.

Ouatxpde an open door, rows of grapevios
stretch 0 masicured lines, with sarrient-rich
canh bctween them.

Vineyard owner Andy Becksiolfer  wanis ta
make sipfe that’s a scene that plays oul tme afd
again on the lasd jong after be's gone,

In what could be the beginning of 8 hepe
donatson 0 perpotmty, be sl plass & eventu-
ally donute comservation casements on 900 of his
1000 acres of coumty vieeyands o the Lasd
Trust of Napa County.

The Land Thest recestly asnosnced Beckaand-
fer dososed & conservation eaement on all foar
parcets of Wincyard X, a #0-acre propery seigh-
boring Brix Rostaarant at 7317 5. Helens High-
way bear Youmtville,

Althcugh Becksioffer admitted it wis unlikely
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thee land weomld be turmed into bousing in the pear
fiahere, the consenvation casement woshl keop the
land free from farther development decades from
now, when yel ualoscseca growih may change
the face of the valley.

"We just eliminated the possibility of adding
four bomes and four wineric: on the gige,” be
said,

Joha Hoffnagle, exetutive digector of e
Lanc Tnast, sa%d i was a great deal for i land
preservation nonpeodi.

"E'-ithm:'ﬂlhmc parcels can bave a large

" he exphained.

.-". conservation exsement freezes the level of

d:wll:-pmrm i way i is on the day it"s donat-

Irr:h-: case of Vincyard X, it has one bome for
famnworker honsing. Even if pests Sovastate the
land, i@ will sy safe from further developnsent.

“There"s no provishon that says if ag docsa’t
pay. yiu can get out of it,™ he sakd.

According o the Land Trost, Beckstolfer

— Andy Bockstoffor

Vimeyands ts one of the 20 lafped grape growers
in Califomaa, ownang 3,238 acres of vineyands in
Napa, Mendocioo and Lake Counties.

In Napa County Bekstoffer plans fo fuake sure
vimeyard fand &5 used only for grapes,

“The plan s o place the majoricy of it in cate-
ments,” be said.

Some pheces of his propeny. be o065 as pantic-
larly hecrative 1o devebopamenl.

“For casmple, the pioce behind Pinot Blane
{restaurant) couald eazily be tumed into houses, ™

The 51 Helema general plan has a portion of
that vineyard designated for high demsity residen:
tial imge.

Truat prosident sold Beckstoffor on idea

Becksiolfor said Joel Tranmer, preisdent of
the: Land tnast, had a large role in convineing him
bo donate the cxtonmeont.

Tranmer i a retited business owner wha vol-
unigers his tkme a8 the president of the Land
Tirust,

“1've kepan Andy for years and ['ve always
known he wantod o protect his land,” he said,
“He was just booking for the best wehiche.™

That can be po. small ek given the sl
avenned that beirs 1o Gn estile Can pursie.

=Wills get conlesicd all the time,™ he zakd. =A
bundred years (rom oow someone could sy
Andy didn’t knew what be was doing.”

O, he sail, they coubd argue 10 a jodge thal
agriculiuce is pot the best awe of the land, legally
bircaking the will and paving the way for devel-
OpEEnL,

Bul cosservation casements can’t b cofies-
cd, Tranmer sxid.

They 're immune from the logal contests wills
emcoumier, and are recogaizal by foderal agen-
€hcs and the intornal Revenue Service

For donogs. ihe benefits also includs a ome-
time tax write-ofl fo the e of itbe valoe of the
lomes or winery sites that mighl =3 dc,ﬂ.'qln:wj,

According the tbe Land Truss, Becksioffer's
dopation brings the 1otal conservation caseements
given bhothe Land Trust op 105,800 scres - form
36 vintners, grapogrowers and agricultural kand
owners in the valley,

The nonprofil sakd i has peeserved almoss

P See BECKSTOFFER pace 7

BECKSTOFFER: Protecting land a long-lasting gift to the valley

Each year, be gaid someone form the hod
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33,000 scres of land since iS5 inocption in
15T,

Tha's abow six percent of the - 05000
acres of lamsd in the county.

Haoffnagle sasd mogt acred preserved by
the Trmst occupy the Howell or Mayacamas
mountaing and other pams of the wvalley
“viewshed. ™

Trapmer sasd the largeit domaton the
sy ever received was a 1,300 dcré moch
from e late Jiles Mead, wihd also donabed
51 millica,

The organization has ekght full-time
cployees and showl M0 active volunbeers
ot of 1600 members.

Tragmer, whose father was onc of the
fomnding memberi of the land Tinost, said the

“I’ve known Andy for
vears and I've always
known he wanted to
protect his land. He
was just looking far

the best vehicle.”

= Jogl Tranmer
noaprofic’s asmual badged

Tranmer sand.

is about $650,000,
=Mos1 of what we do & moaisoring,™

rucl gocs okl o & prodectod sice and makes
sure the land jsn't developed or encroached
o, |
Exsament 1 & gift to Mapa Valley

Beeckstoffier was part of the so-called thind
wave of plopsers that belped shape the Napa
Valley info what it is woday,

“All of us that came bere in the 603 and
T4 were all o the goal of making grem
maney and great wine, ™ be said,

And while some of that money from
wealthy wine fumilics is regularly doauted v ||
charities and fundralsers, Beckwoffer sald
he and his wife thought prodecting the land
would be a oag-lasing gift w0 the valley.

“Crur legacy will be these vimeyards.” he
sadd.




