2 Wednesday, June 19, 1996 %  {ZZ-R)

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER

Beckstoffer and
Jackson families to
preserve historic
acreage in Valley

By Jim Wood

EXAMINER FOOD AND WINE CRITIC

The families of two of Califor-
nia’s top vintners have concluded a
deal to preserve and develop some
of the most historic land in the
Napa Valley. :

The deal was made by Andy
Beckstoffer, who owns more then
1,000 acves of grape land in the
Napa Valley and another 1,000 in
Mendoeino County, and Jess Jack-
son, founder and proprietor of bur-
geoning Kendall-Jackson Vine-
.yards & Winery.

Two pieces of land are involved.
{One is an 89-acre vineyard, next to
Robert Mondavi in Ogkville, When
Beckstoffer bought it in 1993 it was
heavily infested with phylloxera,
which Beckstoffer characterized as

- the “bug of the month.”

“The long-term velue is there,”

he said.. He explained that the

phylloxers was a disadvantage that .

could be remedied and set about
rehabilitating what he realized was
hasically excellent land. Part of the
repair was tearing out the phyllox-
era-ridden vines.

The 89 acres will be replanted to
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Ca-
bernet Franc and Petit Verdot.
The project is scheduled to be com-
pleted next spring.

. The other property iz one that
Beckstoffer bas owned since 1988,
some 250 acres in Rutherford
planted to Cabernet Sauvignon.
Tike the Qakville property, it was
purchased by Beckstoffer from
Besaulieu Vineyards. 7 ,

Jackson seid he plans to use
grapes from the two vineyards in a
new series of single vineyard desig-
nated wines.

“These are not only two of the
most historic vinevards in all of
California, but also two of the fin-
est in the world,” Jackson said, “1
admire and eagerly look forward to
working with this frudt and (I} lock
forward to working with semeone-
like Andy, who has consistently
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Andy Beckstoffer, left, shows Jess Jackson his replanted vines.

been on-the cuiting edge of viticul-
‘ture quality.”

Calling the agreement with
Jackson a partnership of two fami-
Hes dedicated to guality, Beckstof-

fer said the vineyards “bave been.

in the hands of some of the finest

winemakers in the world and have
produced some of the very best

Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon
wines, but they've generally been

blended with grapes from other’

vineyards,

“Historically, some of the
world’s finest vines have expressed
the character and terroir (soil) of
single vineyard sites and, with the

help of Jess and his winemaking

team, I am proud and excited to
think we will finally see what these
great vineyards are really about.”

One of the moest valuable tools
for wine enthusiasts is the Wine

- Spectator’s “Wine Country Guide

to California.” ¢ features the ad-
dresses and telephone numbers of

nearly 600 wineries and informa-

tiofi on picnic sites, gift shops, vis~
iting hours and the like. The 1988
edition is just out, availeble at wine

‘shops and newsstands, or by

phone, 1-800-7562-7798.
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